
Sitka is located on the west coast of Baranof Island in South-
east Alaska, facing the Pacific Ocean. No roads connect Sitka 
to the rest of the State. 
 
Latitude  ...................................................................... 57010ô N 
Longitude .................................................................. 135015ô W 
Land Area ..................................................... 2,873.98 sq. miles 
Persons per square mile ....................................................... 3.1 
 
Distance in air miles from nearby metropolitan cities: 
Juneau, Alaska ..................................... 95 (30 mins. flight time)  
Seattle, Washington ............................. 862 (2.8 hrs. flight time) 
Anchorage, Alaska  .............................. 592 (2.8 hrs. flight time) 
 
Elevation  .................................................................. Sea Level 
Time zone............................................... Alaska Standard Time  
                               (Pacific Standard Time -1 hour) 
                                 Alaska Daylight Savings Time  
                                                        (April to October) 

Average high temperature  ................................... 49.6 degrees 
Highest recorded temperature ..................... 88 degrees in 1976 
Warmest month  ............................................................. August 
Average low temperature ...................................... 39.9 degrees 
Lowest recorded temperature  ....................... 0 degrees in 1971 
Coldest month  ............................................................. January 
Average annual rainfall  .............................................. 86 inches 
Average annual snowfall  ............................................ 39 inches 

1985 ................................................................................. 8,160 
1990 ................................................................................. 8,588 
1995 ................................................................................. 8,891 
2000 ................................................................................. 8,835 
2007*  ............................................................................... 8,644 
 
Source: 2000 Census Data except 2007* 
*AK Department of Commerce, Community & Economic Development 

Median age  ......................................................... 35.2 years old 
White  .............................................................................. 65.6% 
American Indian and Alaska Native ................................. 20.1% 
Asian  ................................................................................ 5.2% 
Hispanic or Latino  ............................................................. 2.8% 
Others* .............................................................................. 6.3% 
 
*Black or African American, Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander, 
combination of two or more races 
Source: 2000 Census Data 

Museums  ................................................................................ 5 
Libraries  ................................................................................. 1  
City & State Parks  .................................................................. 4 
Trails  .................................................................................... 14 
Campgrounds  ......................................................................... 2 
Ball fields ................................................................................. 9 
Childrenôs Playgrounds  ........................................................... 4 
Swimming Pools  ..................................................................... 2 
RV Parks  ................................................................................ 3 
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Other Recreational Facilities: 
Sitka Sportsmanôs Association Indoor Pistol Range 
Tony Hrebar Outdoor Shooting Range 
Sea Mountain Golf Course 
Crescent Harbor Tennis & Basketball Courts 
 
Places of worship/religious faith groups  ................................. 28 
Motels/Hotels  ........................................................................... 4 
B&Bs/Lodges/Vacation Rental  ............................................... 97 
Charter Fishing Operators  .....................................................121 
Child Care Facilities/Preschool  ................................................. 7 

Standard base assessment results higher than statewide 

High school graduation qualifying exam results better than 

statewide for reading, writing & math 
 
Mt. Edgecumbe High School , a state-run boarding school for 
Alaskans, is located in Sitka. The school has an enrollment of 
404 students in school year 2007-2008. 
 
University of Alaska Southeast (UAS) Sitka Campus , an 
open enrollment, public university that provides postsecondary 
education 
 
Spring 2008 Enrollment:    Part-time ......................................670 
 Full-time  ......................................204 
 Total  ............................................874 

The City and Borough of Sitka is a unified home rule municipality 
created in 1971. It is governed by the Assembly composed of 
seven members, one of whom is the Mayor. The Chief 
Administrative Officer is the Municipal Administrator who serves 
at the pleasure of the Assembly. The Borough shares 
governmental responsibilities with Sitka Tribe of Alaska, a 
federally recognized Indian tribe. 
  
Boards and Commissions  
Convention & Visitors Bureau Board of Directors 
Employment Relations Board 
Health Needs & Community Services 
Historic Preservation 
Hospital Board 
Library Commission 
Local Emergency Planning Committee 
Long Range Planning & Economic Development 
Parks & Recreation 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
Police & Fire Commission 
Port & Harbors Commission 
Sawmill Cove Board of Directors 
School Board 
Tree and Landscape Committee 

School Enrollment 
07-08 

No. of 
Teachers 

Student - 
Teacher 

Ratio 

Baranof Elementary 
School 

234 23.5 9.96 

Keet Gooshi Heen 
Elementary School 

374 31 12.06 

Blatchley Middle 
School 

314 25 12.56 

Sitka High School 388 29 13.38 

Pacific High School 34 3 11.33 

EDUCATION  & E NROLLMENT  

L OCAL  GOVERNMENT  

City Departments  
Administration   Assessing 
Electric    Finance 
Fire    Port and Harbors  
Centennial Building  Information Systems 
Kettleson Memorial Library  Legal 
Municipal Clerk   Planning 
Police    Public Works 

Number of Full Time Police Officers  ....................................... 19 
Number of Full Time Fire Personnel  ......................................... 9 
Number of Fire, EMS, SAR, Dive Volunteers  .......................... 70 
Other law enforcement in the area  ........... Alaska State Troopers 
ISO Fire Insurance Rating  ........................................................ 5 
Average annual number of 911 calls  .................................. 2,494 
Average response to working fire ...................... 10-15 firefighters 
 
Sitka hosts the Alaska Public Safety Academy and a US Coast 
Guard Air Station, as well as the US Coast Guard Cutter Maple. 
 
Sitka has been designated by the National Weather Service as a 
tsunami-ready community.  

 

Hospitals/Acute Care:  
Southeast Alaska Regional  Hospital Consortium  .......... 27 beds 
Sitka Community Hospital  .............................................. 12 beds 
  
Senior Care: Pioneers Home  ...................................... 75 beds 
 Sitka Community Hospital  ...................... 15 beds 
 
Swan Lake Senior Center offers mid-day meals for seniors 
Monday-Friday. 
 
Sitka Public Health Center provides preventive health services 
including well child check ups and immunizations, communicable 
disease testing, adult immunization and other services. 
 

Sales Tax éééééééApril to September  ....................... 6% 
 October to March  ......................... 5% 
Excise Tax  
On Cigarettes ...................................... 50 mills adjusted annually  

 based on Anchorage CPI 
On Tobacco Products  ............................. 45% of wholesale price 
 .............................................................. Plus $0.05 per cigarette. 
 

Bed Tax   ............................................................................... 6% 
 

Property Tax  ................................................................... 6 mills  
 ........................................ (adjusted by the Assembly each June) 
 

Property Tax on Vessels  
Class and Vessel Size ................................. Annual Property Tax 
Class 1 Less than 15 feet in length  .................................. $20.00 
Class 2 15 to less than 20 feet in length  .......................... $30.00 
Class 3 20 to less than 30 feet in length  .......................... $50.00 
Class 4 30 to less than 50 feet in length  ........................ $100.00 
Class 5 50 or more feet in length  ................................... $200.00 
 

Fish Tax  
Per box of Charter caught fish  .............................................. $10 
 

Drivers Facility Charge  
On vehicles leased for 28 days or lesséééééééééé.4% 

PUBLIC  SAFETY  

H EALTH  CARE  

STATE  & L OCAL  TAXES  

 
Marine Passenger and Auto Ferry Service: 
       Alaska Marine Highway System    
Ferry Dock  .............................................. 6 miles from downtown 
Number of Disembarking Ferry Passengers  .......... 14,885 (2007) 
 
Land   
No roads connect the City and Borough of Sitka with other parts 
of the state. 
  
National Highway System Miles  ................................. 13.8 miles 
Miles of Paved Local Roads  ....................................... 21.4 miles 
Miles of Unpaved Local Roads  ..................................... 4.3 miles 
 
Source: AK Department of Transportation/CBS Public Works 
  
OôConnell Bridge, the nationôs first vehicular cable-stayed bridge, 
is located in Sitka. 
 
Span  ........... 1,255 feet with 4 100-foot high slender steel pylons 
 
City Transit System  ...................................Yes, Community Ride 
Number of Registered Vehicles  ...................... 9,705 (2007 DMV) 
 Passenger  ............................................................ 4,859 
 Pick up  ................................................................. 2,673 
 Others  .................................................................. 2,173 

 
Banks  .......................................................... Alaska Pacific Bank 

First Bank 
First National Bank, Alaska 

Wells Fargo 
Credit Union  ....................................... Alps Federal Credit Union 
 
Gross Business Sales  ................................... $368 million (2007) 
 
Payroll (wage & salary)  ................................. $148 million (2006) 

(does not include seafood crew earnings) 
 
Per Capita Income  .............................................. $33,115 (2005) 
 
ACCRA Cost of Living Index  ............................. 125.8% average  

(100% US average) 
 
Permanent Fund Dividend  .................................... $1,654.00 per  

Alaska resident (2007) 
 
The Permanent Fund Dividend is the share of every Alaska 
resident in the Alaska Permanent Fund. To be eligible, you must 
be an Alaska resident for the entire calendar year preceding the 
date you apply for a dividend and intend to remain an Alaska 
resident indefinitely at the time you apply for a dividend. 
 
 

Total Assessed Value of Real &  
 Personal Property éééééééé$ 924.8 million (2007) 
2000 Census Data:  
Average household size (includes  nonfamily households) .......... 2.61 
Average family size  .............................................................. 3.15 
 
Total housing units  ........................................................... 3,650 
 Occupied housing units ................................................. 3,278 
 Owner-occupied  ....................................................... 1,175 
 Renter-occupied  ....................................................... 1,360 
 Not-specified  ............................................................... 743 
 Vacant housing units. ....................................................... 372 
      Seasonal, recreational or occasional use  .................... 169 
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HUD Data 
2008 Fair Market Rent for Sitka 
 Efficiency ....................................................................... $726  
 1-bedroom  ................................................................... $ 837 
 2-bedroom  ................................................................... $ 999 
 3-bedroom  ................................................................. $1,456 
 4-bedroom  ................................................................. $1,753 
 
City & Borough Assessing Department Data  
Typical residential lot size  ................................ 9,000 square feet  
Residential lot price  .............................................. $ 9 - $19/sq ft. 
Commercial lot price  ........................................... $10 - $ 32/sq ft. 
Industrial lot price  ................................................. $ 3.50- 7/sq ft. 
Homes sold in 2007 ............................................................... 106  
 
Homes on the market (Data from Multiple Listing System 2005)  

Average price of residential home ............................... $ 293,205 
Average price of multifamily home  .............................. $ 250,985 
Average price of mobile home  ...................................... $ 57,714 
Average price of mobile home with lot  ........................ $ 156,583 
 
City and Borough Building Department Data  
Value of Construction Permits 2007 ........................$ 16,204,245 
New dwelling units 2007  ......................................................... 34 

 
Sitka Employment, by industry 2005  
Government  ........................................................................ 21% 
Trade/Transportation/Utilities   .............................................. 18% 
Healthcare ............................................................................ 16% 
Seafood  ............................................................................... 13% 
Tourism  ............................................................................... 11% 
Education ............................................................................... 9% 
Construction  .......................................................................... 5% 
Other  ..................................................................................... 7% 
 
Average Total Labor Force 2007  ....................................... 4,679 
Average Unemployment Rate 2007 ........................................ 5% 
Alaska minimum wage  ............................................... $7.15/hour 
 
Major Employers, 2008*  
SE Alaska Regional Health Consortium (SEARHC)..................489 
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Source: Payroll Manager  or other employee of listed employer  
*  Based on average monthly employment (full-time, part-time, temporary) 
 

L ABOR  & E MPLOYMENT  

 
State Taxes  
Corporate Income Tax  ............................................. 1% to 9.4%  
9.4% is the maximum rate for taxable income $90,000 and over. 
Individual Income Tax  ......................................................... none 
Statewide Sales Tax  ........................................................... none 
Estate Tax 
The amount of state tax allowed as a credit on the estate's 
federal tax return. Taxes are due within 15 months from the 
decedent's date of death. 
Inheritance Tax  ................................................................... none 
Intangible Personal Property Tax  ........................................ none 
Motor Fuel Taxes: 
gasoline, diesel and gasohol  
 highway  .......................................................... 8¢/gallon 
 marine  ............................................................ 8¢/gallon 
aviation gas  ............................................................... 4.7¢/gallon 
jet fuel  ....................................................................... 3.2¢/gallon 

ELECTRICITY 
Name of Supplier  ................................ City and Borough of Sitka 
Power Source  .................................Hydroelectric/diesel standby 
Generating Capacity  .......................................... Hydro ï 27 MW 

Diesel ï 12 MW 
Peak Load ....................................................................... 21 MW 
Reserve Capacity  ............................................................ 18 MW 
Electric rates: 
Residential 
Minimum charge  ............................................. $21.25 per month 
First 200 kWh  ................................................... $0.1417 per kWh 
201 kWh to 1000 kWh  ...................................... $0.0801 per kWh 
Over 1,000 kWh  ............................................... $0.0918 per kWh 
Commercial, Industrial and Government 
Minimum charge  ............................................. $21.25 per month 
First 500 kWh  ................................................... $0.1417 per kWh 
501 kWh to 10,000 kWh  ................................... $0.0903 per kWh 
10,001 kWh to 100,000 kWh ............................. $0.0850 per kWh 
Over 100,000 kWh  ........................................... $0.0750 per kWh 
Boat Service 
Minimum charge  ............................................. $21.25 per month 
First 150 kWh  ................................................... $0.1417 per kWh 
All additional kWh  ............................................ $0.0953 per kWh 

 
WATER 
Name of Supplier  ................................ City and Borough of Sitka 
Water Source  ............................... Blue Lake Reservoir (primary)       

Indian River (back-up) 
System Capacity  ................................... 8 million gallons per day  
Average Consumption  ........................ 3.5 million gallons per day 
Storage Capacity  ............................. 1.9 million gallons (2 tanks) 
Unmetered water base rate  ................................. $16.00 per unit 
 
SANITARY SEWER 
Municipal Sewer System ééééééééééééééé..Yes 
Sanitary Sewer Coverage ééééééééé95% of population 
Average flow to wastewater  
      treatment facility ééééééééé..1.4 million gallons/day 
Rate  ééééééééééééééééééé$30.00 per unit 
 
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL  
Curb-side pick up  ............................................ Yes, once a week 
32-gallon container  ......................................... $25.00 per month 
90-gallon container  ......................................... $42.00 per month 
350-gallon container  ..................................... $170.00 per month 
Unique situations/  special arrangements  ........ $38.00 per month 
Within the harbor system  ................................ $38.00 per month 
Island-dwellers  ................................................ $19.00 per month 
Recycling Program  ............................................................ Active 
Recycling Centers  ...... 5, including the City and Borough of Sitka 

Recycling Center at Sawmill Cove Industrial Park 

UTILITIES  

 
Local Telephone Service .................................................. Alaska  

Communications Service (ACS)  
Wireless Telephone Service  ................................................ ACS 

Cellular One 
Satellite Telephone  ....................................................... Available 
Dial-up & DSL Internet Service  ............................................ ACS 
Dial-up & Cable Internet Service  ........................................... GCI 
Long Distance Telephone Service  .................... ACS, GCI, AT&T 
Radio Stations:  

KCAW 104.7 FM Raven Radio ï Community & Public Radio 

KSBZ 103.1 FM 
KIFW 1230 AM 

Satellite Radio  .............................................................. Available 
Cable Television  ................................................................... GCI 
Satellite Television ........................................................ Available 
Local Television Stations: ............. North Star Television Network 

(KSCT Access Channel 5, KTNL NBC, CBS Affiliate) 
Newspaper .................................................... Daily Sitka Sentinel 

locally-owned, published 5 days a week 
 
Post Office ............................ Main & Satellite Station, First Class 
 
Parcel Service ................................................. US Postal Service 

UPS 
                  Federal Express 

                                   Airborne Express/DHL 
 
Air Freight Service  ............................................... Alaska Airlines 
                      Alaska Central Express 
                             Northern Air Cargo 

Service Transfer 
 
Marine Freight Service  ............................... Alaska Marine Lines 

             Samson Tug and Barge 
                     Northland Services 
 
AIR 
Major Air Carrier  .................................................. Alaska Airlines  
(29 flights/week in winter; 45 flights/week in summer) 
Local Air Carriers  .................................. Harris Aviation, Air Sitka 
Airport Facility ..................................... Rocky Gutierrez Airport  
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instrument landing system and a 24-hour FAA Flight 
Service Station and Airplane Rescue & Firefighting 
Services  

 

Number of Deplaning Passengers  ........................ 77,167 (2007) 
 
WATER 
Harbors  ...................... North Thomsen Harbor, Thomsen Harbor 

ANB Harbor, Crescent Harbor 
Sealing Cove Harbor 

Number of Permanent Slips  ............................................... 1,347 
Permanent slip rate  .......................................... $1.90/foot/month 
Transient Slip Rate:: 
0ô ï 80ô feet  ...................................................... 35 cents/foot/day 
81ô ï 150ô feet  .................................................. 60 cents/foot/day 
151ô feet+  ........................................................ 90 cents/foot/day 
Seasonal Reserved Moorage available. 
 
Number of Registered Boats  ......................... 2,116 (2007 DMV) 
Seaplane Terminal:         
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