
NATURAL RESOURCES
SEAFOOD

Seafood Harvest - 2015 U.S. Port Ranking ranked Sitka as the 
14th largest port by weight and 15th port by value for seafood 
harvested in the United States. Total pounds landed:  87.4 mil-
lion.  Total ex-vessel value:  $36.5 million.  
               Source: NOAA, “Fisheries of the United States 2015”

Harvesting - 2015

Commercial fishing permit holders (active):  566
     Total permits issued: 1,055
     Fishermen (permit holders) who fished:  446 
     Number of permits fished: 718

Total pounds landed: 36,501,268 
Estimated gross earnings: $38,346,917
Commercial fishing vessels home-ported in Sitka: 658 (2015) 
               Source: AK Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission

Commercial Processing - 2015
 
Net Weight: 18,274,857 lbs 
First Wholesale Value:  $25,466,028 
Seafood Processing Jobs:  1,102 
Alaska Resident Processing Wages:  $8.3 million 
     Total Processing Wages:  $17.2 million

Charter Fishing    2015  2010 
Active Businesses Total    62    77 
Active Guides Total    175    182  
Active Guides & Owners Sitka Address    97    116 
Saltwater Trips Total              7,718    7,296 
               Source:  ADF&G Sport Fishing Department

Subsistence 
Sitka residents participate in subsistence hunting, fishing 
and gathering. Commonly harvested foods are: fish (salmon, 
halibut, lingcod, rockfish, and herring eggs), deer, mountain 
goat, bear, shellfish, mushrooms, berries and seaweeds.

FRESH WATER
 
The City & Borough of Sitka has 29,235 acre feet per year of fresh, 
untreated water available for bulk export. Blue Lake, shown below, 
is fed by snow melt and abundant rainfall and is the source of the 
high quality water being offered for sale. For more information go 
to: www.sawmillcove.com or call  907-747-2660.
 

“Blue Lake Reflections” photo by Don Kluting, Sitka

FOREST PRODUCT

The Tlingit people have lived on this land, now called Sitka, for 
over ten thousand years.  A temperate climate and an abundance 
of wildlife and edible plants have allowed for development of a 
rich culture in one of the most beautiful landscapes on earth.

In 1741, the Vitus Bering expedition recorded the location of the 
Tlingit settlement. Recognizing the value of Sitka’s location and 
resources, the Russians returned in 1799, built a fort and trading 
post and named the site “New Archangel.” In 1802 the Tlingit 
destroyed the Russian outpost. The Russians retaliated in 1804 
by destroying the Tlingit fort in the Battle of Sitka. By 1808, Sitka 
was the capital of Russian-America, which extended from northern 
Alaska, south to Fort Ross, California.

During the mid-1800s, Sitka, known as the “Paris of the Pacific,” 
was the largest, most industrious city on the Pacific Rim, with 
Canton China and San Francisco, California following behind.  
Ships from many nations visited the port.  Furs, salmon, lumber 
and ice were exported to Hawaii, Mexico and California. There 
was an active shipyard and foundry.  After the purchase of Alaska 
by the U.S. in 1867, Sitka remained the capital of the Territory 
until 1906, when it was moved to Juneau.

During World War II, the town was fortified and the U.S. Navy built 
an air base on Japonski Island across the harbor, with 30,000 
military personnel and over 7,000 civilians. The U.S. Coast Guard 
now maintains an air station and other facilities on the Island. 
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Sitka, Alaska is a major seafood producing port for the U.S.,
supporting the largest commercial fishing fleet in Southeast Alaska

and three large commercial seafood processing plants.

Sitka Economic Development Association 
www.sitka.net        phone: 907-747-2660
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HISTORY & CULTURE

Sitka’s master carver, Tommy Joseph, creates a house pole that will 
be part of the museum at the Department of Interior’s headquarters 

in Washington D.C.  Photo by Rich McClear

The Sitka Ranger District (SRD) Office of the U.S. Forest 
Service is operating out of the new facility at 2108 HPR.  
The Tongass National Forest provides resources and 
opportunities that are crucial to the Sitka economy and 
way of life:
• SRD Maintains 18 cabins, 6 shelters and 130 miles of 

trails that attract visitors to Sitka.  SRD works with local 
contractors to maintain this infrastructure.

• SRD Manages 43 permits for outfitters each year, 
bringing several thousand visitors that contribute to the 
tourism economy.

• SRD Manages habitat for salmon & deer, contributing 
to local fisheries as well as subsistence fishing 
and hunting & local job 
opportunities. Restoring habitat 
leads to more deer and fish 
for subsistence, sport, and 
commercial fishing and hunting.

• The Forest Service in Sitka 
empolyees 52 people.  


